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Celebrate Arbor Day

Arbor Day is a day dedicated to planting trees
and increasing awareness of the importance of
trees. This special day began in Nebraska on
April 10, 1872 through the efforts of Julius
Sterling Morton. Morton, a prominent figure in
agriculture and editor of Nebraska's first news-
paper, held a deep appreciation for nature.
Morton advocated tree planting through his
newspaper columns by stressing the value of
trees as providing protection from the sun, wind
breaks, sources for fuel and building materials,
and improving overall aesthetic quality. In
January of 1872, Morton proposed to the Ne-
braska State Board of Agriculture that a special
day, called ‘Arbor Day. be set aside for tree
planting. As a result,Arbor Day was named a
legal holiday in the state of Nebraska in 1885.
Other states soon adopted their own Arbor Day
holidays and in 1970 President Richard Nixon
adopted national Arbor Day on the last Friday in
April. This event has also spread internationally
with some variation. For instance, Japan cel-
ebrates ‘Greening Week, Israel ‘The New Year’s
Days of Trees, Korea ‘The Tree-loving Week,
Yugoslavia ‘The Reforestation Week, Iceland ‘The
Students’ Afforestation Day, and India ‘The
National Festival of Tree Planting’

Although the last Friday of April is the
official Arbor Day, state Arbor Day holidays fall
during the time of prime tree-planting weather
and therefore vary. Mississippi celebrates Arbor
Day on the 2nd Friday in February, while our
Louisiana neighbors celebrate this day on the 3rd
Friday in February. Please take the time to cel-
ebrate this special day by planting a tree or two in
areas that need it most. Establish partnerships
with local leaders such as teachers, business
owners, and city officials to hold a special tree
planting in an area of your community.

Plant Longleaf Pines for
Arbor Day This Year!

Given the right growing conditions, longleaf pines
(Pinus palustris Miller) can reach 80-100 feet in
height and 2-2 1/2 feet in diameter. These trees
once dominated the southern flatwoods and early
settlers herded cattle through these towering
trees. Longleaf pine was a significant source for
lumber, construction timbers, and naval stores
because of the strong, heavy, and durable wood it
produces. Longleaf pines grow in sandy soils and
seedlings require open canopies to flourish.
These pines grow much slower than other south-
ern yellow pines. After the seed germinates it sits
in the ‘grass stage’ for up to 7 years. At this stage,
the seedling is gathering and storing nutrients for
growth by the production of a tap root. The tree
then enters the ‘bolting stage’ where it starts
elongating at a faster pace.






